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And yet that was tow the existing patent
law worked.
For lie found that a custom had grown up
"by which foreign firms would employ a British
citizen to take out a British patent with the
deliberate intention to work it abroad. In that
case It could not be worked in Great Britain.
For there was actually nothing In British law to
prevent this British privilege from becoming a
direct cause of loss to British trade.
This seemed to him Intolerable. Accordingly,
he introduced into the Patents Bill which he
brought Into the House in 1907 the following
clause1:
66 At any time, not less than four years
after the date of a patent, and not less than
one year after the passing of this Act, any
person may apply to the Comptroller for
the revocation of the patent on the ground
that the patented article or process Is manu-
factured or carried on exclusively or mainly
outside the United Kingdom/"
Looking back on this clause now, with all the
excellent results that have flowed from It,2 it is
clear that It represented the merest justice to
the British trader. The Tariff Reformers con-
gratulated Mr. Lloyd George on conversion;
the Free Traders reproached Mm for desertion,
Neither had any leg to stand on. The mere fact
of granting patents Is, In a sense, a form of pro-
* Clause 27, Patents Act of 1907.
a Many patents are now being worked in England which were
previously worked abroad.